
 
Prenatal testing - Invasive tests for diagnosis of specific conditions 

 
Invasive tests are for diagnosis of specific conditions and are available only to women who are at an increased risk for 
having a baby with that condition. These tests are called invasive because they carry a small risk of miscarriage from the 
procedure. They are also called diagnostic tests. These tests are offered when: 
 
o A woman is 37 years of age or older, or 
o There is a family history of a particular condition, or 
o Screening tests have indicated an increased risk of a particular condition, or 
o The fetal anomaly scan has shown that the risk of a chromosome abnormality is increased. 

 
These specific diagnostic tests are done on samples of material taken from the placenta or the amniotic fluid. The samples 
of placenta are obtained by chorionic villus sampling (CVS). The samples of amniotic fluid are obtained by amniocentesis 
 
Samples obtained by these procedures are then sent to a laboratory for chromosome testing for conditions such as Down 
syndrome and genetic (DNA) testing for conditions such as cystic fibrosis. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

CVS 
 
Performed at: 
- 11-13 weeks 
- 1% risk of miscarriage 
- 1% risk of CPM requiring 
amniocentesis to clarify 
- checks for major 
chromosome problems 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AMNIOCENTESIS 
 
Performed at:
- 15-17 weeks 
- 0.5% risk of miscarriage 
- checks for major 
chromosome problems 
- can help identify NTD 
   (neural tube defects) 
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